URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DAWLISH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALT 
YEAR  1947. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Dawlish  Urban  District  Council  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1947, 

This  Report  has  been  drawn  up  on  similar  lines  to  that  of  1946 
as  directed  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  170/47, 


The  Year  has  been  a particularly  busy  one  for  the  Public  Health 
Department  of  this  Council, 


Infectious  Disease; 


In  the  matter  of  Infectious  Disease,  there  was  no  cause  for 
anxiety  until,  in  the  Summer,  the  Infantile  Paralysis  epidemic  reached 
our  District.  Here  in  Dawlish  we  suffered  a total  of  4 cases.  One 
adult  contracted  the  illness  in  August,  and  three  children  in  December. 
It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  origin  of  these  cases  and  none  had  any 
connection^ with  the  other.  Every  contact  notified  to  me,  and  there 
were  many  in  August  and  September,  was  followed  up  and  the  appropriate 
advice  given;  in  no ^ case  did  any  illness  supervene.  I am  glad  to 
report  that  the  Dawlish  cases  are  now  all  at  home;  one  has  made  a 
complete  recovery,  but  the  other  three  still  have  some  residual 
paralysis  and  are  still  under  treatment,  I would  like  to  comment  here 
on  the  excellent  treatment  these  cases  received  in  the  Exeter  Isolation 
Hospital  and  later  in  the  Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital, 

Throughout  1947  there  were  no  Notifications  of  Diphtheria  - a 
tribute  to  the  very  good  local  response  to  the  Immunization  Service. 

Milks 


A large  number  of  Milk  Samples  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination.  The  results  were  not  uniformly  good  so 
detailed  inspections  of  all  the  local  Milk  Producers*  premises  were 
carried  out.  Suggestions  and  criticisms  were  made  on  the  spot  and 
later  to  each  Producer  was  forwarded  a list  of  recommendations 
regarding  alterations  and  building  works  which  the  M.O.H,  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  considered  necessary.  It  was  noticeable  that  the  interest 
taken  by  the  Officers  of  the  Council  in  Clean  Milk  and  the  several 
visits  paid  to  each  Producer  had  a marked  effect  where  it  was  required. 

In  a,ddition  to  Milk  sampling.  Ice  Cream  samples  were  also  sent 
off  to  Exeter.  For  the  most  part  results  were  good. 

Housing  g 


Housing  continued  to  be  a problem  causing  much  worry  since  few 
new  houses  were  completed.  The  selection  of  tenants  from  the  large 
number  of  applicants  involved  much  investigation,  many  domiciliary 
visits  and  many  Committee  Meetings, 

Sewers  and  Spwage  Disposal; 

No  ©(Editions  have  been  made  to  sewers  except  those  necessary 
for  Housing  Sites,  Two  Cottages  formerly  served  by  cesspools  have  been 
connected  to  sewers.  The  Council  continued  with  its  Consulting 
Engineers  to  carry  out  further  tests  in  connection  with  pollution  of  the 
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Outfall  and  that  of  neighbouring  authorities. 
The  Report  was  received  at  the  close  of  the  Year  and  consideration  of 
It  will  be  recorded  in  next  Year’s  Report. 


Whilst  still  awaiting  delivery  of  the  Cesspool  Emptier,  the 
Council  has  continued  and  enlarged  i-j^s  activities  on  cesspool  emptying, 
using  hired  vehicles  on  the  basis  of  one  free  emptying  each  six  months, 
all  other  emptyings  being  on  a rechargeable  basis. 

Water; 


Analysis^ of  Water ^ at  intervals  has  revealed  consistently  good 
results.  No  main  extensions  other  than  those  necessary  for  housing 
have  carried  out.  The  dry  season  resulted  in  a longer  pumping 

period  than  was  anticipated.  Several  supplies  have  been  made  avail- 
able to  Agricultural  premises  which  is  having  the  effect  of  increasing 
the ^ gallonage  per  head.  It  may  well  be  that  19^8  will  require  some 
review  of  the  Water  Supply,  particularly  from  the  angles  of  sources 
of  supply  and  filtration. 

Camping  Grounds; 

The  local  Camping  Grounds  were  kept  under  constant  observation 
throughout  the  year.  The  Licence  issued  to  The  National  Real  Estate 
oc^tinance  Co,,  Ltd,,  was  terminated  at  mid-Summer  to  give  the  necessary 
SIX  months'  notice  before  31st  December.  Some  of  the  Camps  were 

during  this  year  and  in  particular  the  co-operation 
?r  City  Council  was  willingly  given  in  improving  conditions  at 

the  J.O.C.  Camp,  Dawlish  Warren. 

Vital  Statistics; 

n • 4-u  -n  regard  to  Vital  Statistics,  it  will  be  noticed  that  our 

Birth  Rs.te  is  lower  and  the  Death  Rate  higher  than  in  the  rest  of 
England  and  Wales,  This,  of  course,  is  explained  by  the  preponderance 
ol  elderly  people  in  our  local  population.  Our  Maternal  Mortality 
figures  and ^ Puerperal  Sepsis  figures  are  excellent.  Our  Tuberculosis 
death  rate  is  rather  higher  than  elsewhere,  largely  because  Langdon 
Colony^ IS  within  our  District  and  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  amono 
defectives  tends  to  be  much  higher  than  among  normals. 

4-  Summer  of  19^7  the  Council  appointed  Mr  D .A.Goldstone 

to  their  Staff  as  Assistant  to  the  Surveyor  & Sanitary  Inspector.  I 
am  happy  to  report  that  in  the  latter  capacity  his  help  has  been  most 
useful,  particularly  in  regard  to  Milk  Sampling  and  supervision  o'f'  the 
Camping  Grounds, 

I wish  to  thank  the  Sanitary  & Water  Committee  and  the  Housing 
Committee  for  the  consideration  they  have  shewn  me  and  the"support  they 
have  afforded  me  throughout  the  year,  I desire  to  express  my  apprec- 
iation of  the  Council’s  Staff  which  has  spared  no  effort  in  helping  my 
and ^ I especially  wish  to  commend  Mr  W.G. Adams  for  his  untiring 
efforts  in  collecting  and  correlating  all  the  data  relating  to  Housing 
applications,  and  the  Points  System. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  & Gentlem.en, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population 
Live  Births 

Still  Births 
Birth  Rate 

Deaths , total 
Death  Rate 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

6,670 

100  {.55  male,  female) 

(2  legitimate,  3 illegitimate)* 

3 (2  legitimate,  1 illegitimate) 

17  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales 

191+6-47  - 20^5 

102  54  males,  48  females. 

17<3  Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales 
12;0 


Maternal  Mortality- 
Infantile  Mortality 
Tuberculosis  Mortality 


Nil 

4 Rate  4o  per  1000  live  births. 

4 Rate  ,6 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


Diphtheria  — 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Gerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 
(Infantile  Paralysis) 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

non-respiratory 


Notifications 
Nil 

1 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


■) 


4 

8 

12 

3 

1 


Deaths  - Nil 


Deaths  4,  all  respiratory  Tuberculosis 
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